
NOW Is the Time to Sign Up 
for Health Insurance!

Having a financial safety net when you or someone in your family gets sick is extremely important. 
With the ongoing pandemic and economic challenges faced by countless Americans, access to 
affordable health care is more important than ever. 

So, how do I go about signing up for health care coverage?

In Wisconsin under the current Special Enrollment Period, you can sign up for coverage on HealthCare.gov, 
until August 15, 2021. Because of the COVID-19 public health emergency, everyone qualifies for this  
Special Enrollment Period even if you weren’t eligible in the past.

How affordable will it be?

Since the nearly $2 trillion pandemic relief bill passed earlier this year, the federal government included 
$35 billion to make premiums and other health insurance costs more affordable. For several groups of people, 
it’s possible to enroll in health coverage with zero dollars in monthly premiums. The federal government 
estimates four out of every five enrollees qualify for plans with premiums of $10 or less per month.
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https://www.healthcare.gov/coverage-outside-open-enrollment/special-enrollment-period/
https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.healthcare.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/03/09/974841565/heres-whats-in-the-american-rescue-plan-as-it-heads-toward-final-passage
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2021-02/hwaysandmeansreconciliation.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2021-02/hwaysandmeansreconciliation.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/03/12/fact-sheet-american-rescue-plan-reduces-health-care-costs-expands-access-insurance-coverage.html


Right now, health insurance plans are affordable and priced to fit your budget. During this 
Special Enrollment Period, more people than ever before qualify for savings and lower costs – 
and many also qualify to receive financial assistance for health insurance coverage. 
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Why is NOW a good time to sign up for affordable health care?

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) helps make health coverage more equitable by offering quality and 
affordable health insurance to all U.S. citizens and legal residents, as well as providing rights, protections 
and coverage that increase accessibility and decrease economic and racial disparities. 

Here is a snapshot of benefits under the ACA:

1. Provides wide gains, including dependents who could remain on their parents’ insurance until
26 years old.

2. Protects those with pre-existing conditions – like cancer, asthma and diabetes –
with no annual/lifetime limits on spending.

3. Focuses on preventative care and covers the cost of recommended care like colonoscopies,
mammograms, child wellness, etc.

4. Improves care for women and children by removing the copayment or coinsurance for services
like contraception, breastfeeding support and well-woman visits.

5. Coverage options are increasing, while cost is decreasing.

What exactly is the “Health Insurance Marketplace®”?

The Health Insurance Marketplace® is a shopping and enrollment service for medical insurance created 
by the ACA. Wisconsin residents can use the website HealthCare.gov to enroll in health coverage. Through
the Marketplace, individuals and families can see if they’re eligible for savings and lower costs and if 
they qualify for assistance with health insurance coverage.

All plans offered in the Marketplace cover these 10 essential health benefits:

The road to better health care is straight ahead. Get started today!

Ambulatory patient services (outpatient care) 

Emergency services

Hospitalization

Pregnancy, maternity and newborn care

Mental health and substance use 
disorder services

Prescription drugs

Rehabilitative and habilitative services 
and devices

Laboratory services 

Prevention and wellness services and 
chronic disease management

Pediatrics services

Contact GHC to find out more about how we can help. 
Call us at (608) 828-4831 or email isales@ghcscw.com.

mailto:isales@ghcscw.com
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When you compare plans with different insurance companies, it’s important  
to think about all cost for the year, not just the monthly premium.

When selecting a plan, remember:

• No one can predict the total care they’ll need. 

• Review your current experience with your health care needs. 

Compare the following with each plan:

• Copay – A fixed amount (for example $15) you pay for 
a Covered Health Service. The amount can vary by the 
type of Covered Health Service.

• Deductible – The amount you owe for Medical Covered 
Health Services and/or prescription drug services that 
your health insurance or plan covers before your health 
insurance or plan begins to pay. 

• Co-Insurance – The percentage of costs of Covered 
Health Services you pay after you’ve paid your 
Deductible.

• Maximum Out-Of-Pocket (MOOP) – This is the limit to 
the amount you will pay out-of-pocket during a policy 
period for Covered Health Services. Once you’ve paid 
this maximum amount, your health insurance plan will 
pay 100% of the allowed amount for Covered Health 
Services. The limit never includes your premium, 
balance billed charges or health care that your health 
insurance does not cover. 

Yearly Premium
Your monthly premium payment 

X 12 months (remember to 
remove any premium tax credit 

you qualify for)

Your Maximum  
Out-Of-Pocket (MOOP)

Calculate your MOOP based on 
if you’re single or a family

Estimated  
Total  
Yearly  
Cost

+ =

Your total cost includes:

Helpful tips in choosing the right plan for you and/or your family

Don’t 
Compare 
Apples to 
Oranges
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